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PEEL HEALTH CAMPUS 
Grievance 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [9.37 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister for Health and is about 
Peel Health Campus. I appreciate the minister’s generosity in taking my grievance this morning. Today is also 
First Responders Day. I would like to recognise all the first responders in Western Australia, particularly for 
the work they did in preparation for the COVID-19 pandemic that we are seeing across the world and that has hit 
all of us. 
As the minister would be aware, Peel Health Campus continues to be a concern across the Peel region, in particular 
to residents in the district that I have the privilege of serving. Peel hospital is far too small. All members of this 
place who are aware of this and have visited that hospital understand how constrained it is. When the minister visited 
that hospital recently to announce that the upgrades that have been deferred and delayed will now be restarted, he 
commented that the emergency department was rustic. That is a very generous description. 
Mr R.H. Cook: The waiting area. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: It is indeed. I can attest to the rustic nature of the waiting area. As a volunteer ambulance 
officer who serves in the Dawesville depot, I obviously have to go to the emergency department on a regular basis 
during my shifts, and it is very constrained, even on very quiet days. The reality is that the hospital is now too small 
for the size of the population in the Peel region. In 2018–19, the number of people who presented to the emergency 
department increased; for example, in that financial year, 43 252 people presented to the emergency department, 
a 1.8 per cent increase on the year before. Year after year, the number of attendees to the emergency department 
has increased, which is the most critical part of the hospital at this point in time. We would like it to be expanded 
and invested in. In 2018–19, the number of patients who presented with life-threatening emergencies increased by 
30 per cent as well. Members might be aware that the district that I represent has one of the oldest populations in 
Western Australia on a per capita basis. Beyond that, the district of Mandurah has a large population of young 
families. A lot of young families present to the emergency department. The district of Murray–Wellington is largely 
semi-rural and the demographic is made up of a mixed cohort of people. But the hospital in Peel is at least 30 per cent 
too small right now, let alone any future investment that is required. On a relatively cold Tuesday night in May 2018, 
a rally was held in the car park opposite Peel Health Campus at which 400 people implored the government to 
invest in their local hospital. Since then, together with Andrew Hastie, the federal member for Canning, the federal 
government invested $25 million to help expand the hospital. Together with the state government—I recognise 
the contribution of the state government—some of those resources were invested in the emergency department. 
However, those works have been delayed because of COVID-19. At the time, I was not particularly pleased with 
that. I thought that we could have expedited those works to make sure that that money was invested sooner rather 
than later so that if there was any impact of COVID in our community, the ED would be ready. Of course, the problem 
is that the Peel Health Campus has only one negative pressure infectious diseases bay in the entire emergency 
department. To get to it, people have to go all the way through the ED, which presents quite a risk to patients and the 
clinical staff. The staff at the Peel Health Campus do an amazing job in constrained circumstances, but COVID-19 
has really put a microscope on the performance of the hospital to manage infectious diseases and a global pandemic. 
If we have to live in this new normal world of COVID-19, it is undoubtable that we will need to invest in the 
emergency department so that it can better manage infectious diseases, particularly aerosol-generated diseases 
such as COVID-19. 
Recently, the government put out a press release noting that Ramsay Health Care has delivered a proposal to 
expand Peel Health Campus. Similarly, I as the member for Dawesville received that proposal, as would be 
expected for any local representative. That now means the government has an opportunity to significantly expand 
our hospital, something that we have been calling on for years. That is what I am imploring the minister to do today. 
The Liberal Party team across the Peel region—including Andrew Hastie, the federal member for Canning; 
Ryan Burns, the state Liberal candidate for Mandurah; and Michelle Boylan, the state Liberal candidate for 
Murray–Wellington—has been working together to put pressure on the government. We have raised this issue 
time and again to make sure that the Peel Health Campus is front and centre and receives the priority it deserves 
and is invested in sooner rather than later. Years cannot continue to slip by in which this hospital continues to 
operate at a size far too small for the population it serves. The people of Mandurah, the people of the district I serve 
in Dawesville, and the people Murray–Wellington deserve a hospital that is fit for purpose, that suits them 
demographically and the population demand, and, importantly, recognises the increasing need for hospital 
resources. We cannot have a situation in which the hospital is one-third the size that it needs to be. It needs 
immediate investment. Time and again, we have raised this issue in this place and in the community. It has been 
years in the making. I appreciate that part of the minister’s response today will say that only Labor governments 
have invested in this hospital for some time. 
Mr R.H. Cook: You have my notes! 
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Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I point out, minister, that investment has been funded in no small part due to the Federal 
Liberal Party. This is a bipartisan issue and we expect bipartisan support to make sure that a hospital gets the 
investment it deserves. This should not be a matter of politics. People’s lives and people’s health matter far more 
than the politics of the day. I implore the government to consider the Ramsay Health Care proposal as soon as 
possible and to provide certainty to my community so that it knows exactly what is going to happen when it comes 
to the future of our hospital in Mandurah.  
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.44 am]: I thank the member for Dawesville for his 
grievance today. As a member of Parliament, he has advocated on this issue for some time. As a senior staffer before 
that, unfortunately, his advocacy was not as effective. Indeed, the member is right; we do have some problems at 
Peel Health Campus. The biggest problem for Peel Health Campus has been successive Liberal governments. In 
1997, the hospital was privatised by Hon Kevin Prince, the then Minister for Health, in what I describe as a disastrous 
policy decision. The hospital laboured for a number of years under its previous contractor and I think the people 
of Peel received subpar performance. It was a very poorly executed contract. Mercifully, since Ramsay Health 
Care took over the contract in 2013, there has been a significant improvement in the professionalism at the hospital. 
I am not sure of the clinical outcomes—I have not seen a report on that—but certainly the work with the government 
has been a step change in the way that Ramsay has run that hospital. 
Of course, the damage done by Liberal governments was not limited to that first privatisation decision. In the 
eight-and-a-half years the Liberals were in government, after 2007, there was not one single major investment in 
the hospital. The previous investment in the hospital was about $3.8 million, by Hon Jim McGinty, a former Minister 
for Health. I am very pleased to say that the next significant investment in that hospital came from none other than 
the current Labor government. That was a $10 million funding commitment to Peel hospital by the McGowan 
government. Part of the first tranche includes an expanded car park, overhaul of the nurse system, and increased 
security. As the member noted, we are currently in the process of redeveloping the emergency department at the 
hospital, providing a new fast-track area to improve patient triage and two new holding bays to ensure privacy for 
patients awaiting inpatient administration; a reconfiguration of the existing triage area to facilitate early senior 
medical review and to improve patient privacy and comfort; redesign of the emergency department waiting room; 
and additional beds to the short-stay unit to further streamline patient flow from the emergency department. 
There are very few places less comfortable than an emergency department waiting room. I can attest to that having 
spent a lot of time in the Fremantle and Rockingham emergency departments. However, I think the Peel hospital 
emergency waiting room takes that to a whole new level. From that perspective I am really pleased that we are 
now able to get on with these major improvements to improve the experience of patients and the working 
conditions of the amazing staff we have working there. I join the member for Dawesville in acknowledging that it 
is First Responders Day, and thank them particularly in this time of the COVID-19 pandemic for the important 
work that they do. 

I want to touch on the comments the member made about negative pressure rooms and the need to undertake 
a redevelopment of hospital EDs that acknowledges this new pattern of admissions and presentations. We are doing 
a bunch of work at the moment with a company called Safesphere, which has developed technology that allows 
for the retrofitting of negative pressure rooms. It is extraordinary technology not only because it is in pod form 
and caters for someone on a stretcher, but also it retrofits hospital rooms. It is a local company that is doing great 
work now. I understand that yesterday, that company reached agreement to sell to other state governments as well. 
I will give the member its details, as it would be good to have a look at it.  

The sustainable health review identified the Peel catchment as one of the areas underserviced and, as I said, 
significantly underinvested under the previous government. We are now seeking to rectify that. The current 
investment will be a welcome boost to not only health services at the hospital, but also jobs in the Peel region. 
Devlyn Construction, which is a Western Australian business, estimates that 100 subcontractors, including those 
from the Peel region, are expected to be employed on the project. Not only is it a great boost for health services, it 
is a great boost for the Peel economy. We very much look forward to now being able to see that construction take 
place. In fact, I think it would have started last week. We anticipated the construction to start on 22 June. We are now 
very pleased to get that on. We had put off this construction until October, but now that we have the COVID-19 
pandemic experience under control, we are in a position to bring those works forward, remove the delay and make 
them happen.  

The member is correct that the hospital is in need of an upgrade, and we will continue to work with the hospital, 
with the private provider at the hospital, Ramsay Health Care, and, indeed, with the commonwealth, which, as the 
member acknowledged, has made a commitment of $21 million towards the redevelopment of the hospital. We 
will continue to work with all of our partners to understand the needs of the Peel hospital. The one thing I can 
assure all members, and particularly the member for Dawesville, is that the future — 

Mr D.A. Templeman: And me. 
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Mr R.H. COOK: And the member for Mandurah, but he knows this already.  

The future of Peel hospital is in safe hands with a Labor government. We have significantly invested in this hospital 
in the past and we will continue to invest significantly in the future, because we want to put Peel patients first. 
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